SAGGING AND READING ROOM

The notation was made on an IB&.Jéﬂﬁ'computvr at Wesleyan Uﬁiveféity-
Connecticut, the final work consisting of » tape recordinz of the live
_realisation of this motatien. o D _

Parts are pIOV1dcd for four perfo:mers, twe female arnd two malc, ronsisting

of a number of statements of the general form:

At the time ot the next statement this cassctte will be further from/nearer
to microphone 1/2 than A/B/C/D's cassette and further rrom/nearer to
microphone 1/2 than A/B/C/D's cassette.

Performer A's part specifies locations relative to those of B,C and D.
Performer B's part specifies locations relarive to those of A,C and D ete.
These notations were read oﬁto'caﬁéette tape recorders as a series of state-
ments separated by two sééond_gaps} The live perfeormance stage cdnsisted of
each performer playing a statement on his/ber machine, turning off the
machine, attempting to poéition himself /herself at the specified location f
ard then piaying the next statement on the cassett.
In order to locate his/her positioﬂ in space 'at the time of the next state«
ment' each performer had to parform at lenst two triangulations,
iec further from/nearer to microphone 1/2 than A/B/C/D and

further from/neare: td_ﬁicrophaﬁé 1/? than A/B/Gfb

The programme specifies 1ocations wbxch correlate the performers' movements
50 that they describe complex figures in rhe recording space.

The recording was made cu a stereo tape machine, the microphone of the left
channel being designated as wicrophome 3 and the mic=cphone of the right
¢hannel as microphone 2.

The microphones were positionmed 35" apart which was the distance between the
two loudspeakers used for p;aybark (pseudo stereo recordlrg and playback).
Each performer's interpratation of 'further fyom' and 'pearer to! necessarily
affccted the other performers’ pOEitionH in space and gave rise to great
distortions of the programme! s.figures in the form of 'bunching' near micro-
phones and 'spreading! to the farthest parts of the space. Distortioms were

also caused by the shape of the space and the vbstacles within ir.
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The final tape recording gives an emormous amount of verbal information
about the shape of the performance, any particular performer's position

in space etc., but it is far too complex to he followed in real time. .

When Jistening to the tape one passes from a stage of attempting to

correlate verbal information, assign names, dotermine the fixed 1ocations,
account for the infoyrmational time ‘lag ('ar the time of the mext statement')
to understanding the movements within the pérformaucn space by the complex‘
acoustic informationm that the speech sounds carry, (amplitude variations,
binaural diserimination, relatlonship of dir~ct to reflected sound). The

work therefore exhibits surfaces, and the first surface of vaerbal informaticn
appears to be a barrier to an understanding -f the recorded performance until,
through disenchantment, the secénd gurface nf acoustic information begins to
provide this understanding. .

In order to provide a flickering between these surfaces, the prOgramne
occasionally gives illogical instructions which apart f{rom providing
perfornance dilemmas for the_performers at the live performance stage; cause
the listener to pe pulled back from the acoustic surface to the verbal/

gemantic surface.
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AT THE VTIME OF THE NEXT wqmqm:mzq THIS CASSETTE WILL BE FURTHEA FROM MICROPHRONE I THAN ALVINS CTASKETTE pzm z~>nmp T0
FICRCPHONE Z THAN ALVINS CASSETIE

AT THE TIME OF THE NEXT STATEPENT THIS nbMMMM-m WILL BE FURTHER FROM MICROPHONE 1 THAN ALVINS nbmmmﬂdm AND zmnxmm qm

PICROFHONE 1 THAR ALWINS CASSETIE

AT THE TIME OF THE NEXT STATEMENT THIS CASSETIE r_rr BE NEARER TO MICROPHOKE 2 qxbr VARYS CASSGITE AKT NEARER TC
MICROPHONE 1 THAN ALVINS CASSETTE

AT THE TIME DF THE NEXT STATEMENT THIS CASSETTE WILL BE NEARER TQ MICRCPHONE 1 THAKR ALVINS CASSETTE ANL FURTHER FROM

" ¥ICACPFHONE Z THAN JANES CAS3ETTE

AT THE TINE OF THE NEXT STATEAENT THIS CASIETTE WILL BE FURTHER FAGH FITROPHONE T THAN ALVINS TASSETTZ ARD FURVRER FROF

¥1CROPHDNE 1 THAN ALVINS CASSETNTE

AT THE TIHE OF THE NEXT STATEMENT THIS CASSETTE WILL BF NEARER TO RICROPHONE N.«IPR MARYS CASSETTE AND FURTVHEA FROM

FICHRCPRONE 2 THAN JANES CASKETIE

AT THE TIFE DF THE NCXT TTATERENT THIS CASSEVTE WILL BE FUATHER FRCA FICROPHONE 2 THAN MARYS CASSETTE ANC FURTHER FROM
MICRCPHONE 2 THAN JANES CASSETTE

AT THE TIME OF THE NEXT STATEMENT THIS CASSETTE WILL BE NEARER TC MICAGPHONE 2 TRAM PARYS CASSETTE ANC FURTRER FRCM

VICRCPRURE Z TRANTALVING CASSETTE -

R

T Us e FUETREA ESTY WITHOPHORE 7 TFAN ELVINE TESSETTE AND WRERRER TO
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AT THE TIME DF THE NEXT STATEMENT THJIS CASSETTE WiilL BE FURTHER FROM MICROPHONE 2 THKAN JANES CASSETYTE ANC NEARER 1D

:ﬂnsnexczm 1 THAN JANES CASSETIE

.||¢|1!4;|ﬂm.qwxm OF THE NEXT  STATENERT THIS CASSETIE ®WILL BE FURTHER FROW RICROPHONE 2 YHAN ALVINS CASSETTE ARD NEARER '8

#]CAOPRONE 1 ﬂ:bz JANES CASSETIE

. 3
AT THE TIME OF THE NEXT STATEMENT THIS CASSEVTE WILL S8E FURTHER FROM MICROPHONE 1 THAN BLVINS CASSETTE AND NWEARER TD

FICRUPRONE U THAN MARYS CESSETTE :

AT THE TIME OF THE NEXT STATERENT THIS CASSETTE ®WILL BE NEARER TG MICROPRON
MICROFBONE 1 THAN JANES CASSETTE

AY THE TINME CF THE NEXY STATEKENT THIS CASSETTE WILL BE FURTHER FROM HICROPHONE H_drbz JANES CASSETTE AND NEARER 10

HICROPHONE 1 THAN JANES CASSETITE

AT IvE YIRE GF THE NEXT STATEMENT THIS CASSEVIE WILL BE NZARER TO MICRCPFONE 2 THAN JANES CASSETTE AND FURTRER FRCH
MICRCFKINE 2 THAM JANES CASSETTE

»Mamm-m_zmmmﬁzm‘zmmﬂquqmzmz-dzumn»mmmqﬂmrhrrmmmcmq:mzmwo:x~nwcvxazmp«:pz wrﬁ_zmn»mmmqqmpzomqu:mmmmOz
HICROPAONE I THAN ALVINS CASSETYE

AT ThE TIPE OF THE NEXKT STATEMENT THIS CASSETTE WILL 8E NEARER TC NITROPRORE 2 THAR JAKES CASSETTE ANU NEARER TC
FICRCPRONE 2 THAN MARYS CASSETTE

AT THE TIME OF THE NEXT STATFMENT THIS CASSETTE WlLL BE FURTHER FROM MLCACPHGNE 1 TRAN ALVINS CASSETTE ANC FURTHER FROM

MICRLPHDNE 1 THAN JANES CASSETTE

-

T NELRER 1C MIZRCPRCNE 2 THAN ALVINS CASSETTE ANC FURTrER FRAM
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AT TnE JUIME OF InE NEXT STATEMENT ThlS CASSETIE siti

NICROFHONE 1 THAR JANES CaSSETIE




Alvin,
See what you think of these permutations...

\ptt ™

at the time of the next statement this cassette will be nearer to
microphone 1 than Alvin's cassette and nearer to microphone 1 than
Alvin’s cassette

at the time of the next statement this cassette will be nearer to
microphone 1 than Alvin's cassette and further from microphone 2 than
Anthony's cassette

at the time of the next statement this cassette will be further from
microphone 2 than Alvin's cassette and nearer to microphone 1 than
Roland's cassette

at the time of the next statement this cassette will be further from
microphone 2 than Alvin's cassette and further from microphone 2 than
Hildegard's cassette

at the time of the next stateme~1 this cassette will be nearerto
microphone 1 than Anthony’s cassette and nearer to microphone % than
Alvin's cassette

at the time of the next statement this cassette will be nearer to
microphone 1 than Anthony’s cassstte and further from microphone 2 than
Anthony's cassette ;

al the time of the next sta.ament th.s cassette will be further from
microphone # :han Anthony's cassette and nearer to microphone §than
Roland's cassette

at the time of the next statement this cassette will be further from
microphone 2 than Anthony’s cassette and further from microphone 2 than

Hildegard's cassette

at the time of the next statement this cassette will be nearer to
microphone { than Roland's cassette and nearer to microphone 1 than
Alvin's cassette

at the time of the next statement this cassette will be nearer to
microphone 1 than Roland's cassette and further from microphone 2 than
Anthony's cassette

at the time of the next statement this cassette will be further from
microphone 2 than Roland's cassette and nearer to microphone 1 than
Roland's cassette

at the time of the next statement this cassette will be further from
microphone 2 than Roland’s cassette and further from microphone 2 than
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